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THE GOLDEN AGE OF

That knock on the class-
room door in 1975 was the
Bob

Yorke came to Grade 11

beginning of it all.

typing class to recruit Tina
Torlone to play the starring
role of Anna in the musical,
“The King and I”".

A counselor to native stu-
dents at Timmins High, Bob
had a passion for theatre and
opera. He went annually to
see opera and Broadway
shows in New York city and
appreciated the big sets, the
colorful costumes and tal-
ented singers and wanted to

bring it all to Timmins.

Tina Torlone was known to
Bob as the young lady with
the mature voice who sang
in the Kiwanis Music Festi-
val and won the Rose Bowl
every year. Well-known in
the Italian community as the
shy girl who could sing,

Tina had often performed at

Dante Club events. How-
ever, her mother and her
music teacher recognized
her singing talent and ar-
ranged for music lessons
every six weeks at the To-
ronto Conservatory of Mu-

sic in Toronto.

Tina confesses that she had
secretly always wanted to
sing and perform on stage
but been too insecure to try.
Her involvement in the
“King and 17

helped Tina’s fantasy to

that year

become reality because she
found that assuming the
character and the costume
of Anna gave her the self-
confidence she needed to go

onstage.

The whole school got in-
volved in the production of
the show. The sets were
Bob’s

supervision by the technical

constructed under

shops and professional cos-
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MUSICALS

tumes were rented from
Malabar’s in Toronto. Miss
Marjory Bryce directed the
play and Mr. Joe Bilenki
conducted the high school
orchestra. Many students
were recruited for the cast
and Doug Luoma played
role of the King of Siam.
The “King and I” played on
the stage at Ecole Secon-
daire Theriault for a week to
packed audiences, setting a
new standard for drama

productions in Timmins.

Productions of “My Fair
Lady” and “Fiddler on the
Roof” followed this success
and showcased the talents of
fellow TH&VS

Robert Persichini.

student

The tradition of big musi-
cals and extracurricular ac-
tivities at TH&VS lead to
in the
talented

successful
Arts  for
TH&VS students.

carecrs

some

Miss Marjq

ry Bryce
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TH&VS ALUMNI IN THE ARTS

Norm Amadio

Born in Timmins on April 14, 1928,
Norm studied piano first with the Grey
Nuns in Tim-
mins, then with
Boris Berlin at
The Royal Con-
servatory of Mu-
sic in Toronto.

Norm became a

prominent figure
in the creation of Toronto's jazz scene
from 1947 right through to today.
Equally at home in the studio or on the
big stage, he played in the after-hour
coffee houses, the leading bars and
lounges as well as major hotels. His
groups ranged from a trio to a forty
piece orchestra.

At the O'Keefe Centre, he backed Judy
Garland, Paul Anka, Engelbert Hum-
perdinck and The Supremes. He also
worked with well-known Canadian jazz
artists such as Moe Koffman, Guido
Basso, Rob McConnell, Moe Koffman,
Hagood Hardy, and Peter Appleyard.

Sons of Maxwell

Brothers Don and Dave Carroll have
travelled the world with their signature
harmonies and unique Pop-Folk sound.
They have nine recordings to their
credit and since moving to Halifax, NS
in the 1990’s, they have received sev-
eral East Coast Music awards and
nominations and developed a strong
Their

live show displays a balanced blend of

and loyal Canadian fan-base.

William Aide

Solo recitalist, accompanist and cham-
ber musician, William Aide, former
Head of the Keyboard Division at the
University of Toronto, received his
musical degrees from the University of
Toronto and the Juilliard School of
Music.

A proponent of Canadian music, he has
performed in thirty premieres of Cana-
dian works, including five piano con-
certos. He has recorded with the CBC
and BBC, and concertized throughout
Canada, the USA and the former Soviet
Union.

He has published
three books with
Oberon Press, the
most recent be-
ing Letters to a
Musical Friend,
poems, including
a solo CD of Brahms and Beethoven.
In 2009, William will chair the second
jury of the sixth Honens International

Piano Competition in Calgary.

traditional Celtic/Traditional songs and
Dave’s original compositions which
have been deemed “world class” by

fans and music critics. While on tour in
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Shania Twain

Shania is a Canadian country pop art-
ist. Her third album Come On Over is
the best sell-
ing album of
all time by a
female musi-
cian and the
best-selling
album in the
history of
country music.
Shania has received five Grammy
awards, 27 BMI Songwriter awards,
and she has sold over 75 million al-
bums worldwide to date including 48
million in the USA alone. She was
named the 1999 Entertainer of the Year
by both the Academy of Country Music
and the Country Music Association.
Shania was the first non-US citizen to
win the CMA award.

In 2003, she was inducted into Can-
ada’s Walk of Fame. On November 18,
2005, Shania was invested as an Offi-

cer in the Order of Canada

the US in 2007, Dave’s guitar was
damaged by United Airlines and the
song he wrote about that experience,
United Breaks

internet sensation making the band

Guitars, became an
familiar to millions of people around
the world. One their yearly highlights
continues to be the Sons of Maxwell
Christmas concerts at TH&VS each
December. This year marks the 11"

annual performance.
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THEY SET A HIGH STANDARD!

Tina Torlone
Tina holds an ARCT Voice Per-

former’s Diploma from the Royal Con-
servatory of Music and a Bachelor of
Music in Vocal Performance from the
University of Toronto. She studied
Lieder, Opera and Oratorio in Vienna,
Austria at the Kkonservatorium der
Stadt Wien and at the Hochschule fur
Musik. Tina has performed as a soloist
in opera, oratorio
and concerts.

Tina was a mem-
ber of the Voice
Faculty at The
Royal Conserva-
tory of Music in
Toronto  from
1991 to 1997.
She is a member of the College of Ex-

aminers of the Royal Conservatory and
trains new examiners. She was a com-
piler of the Conservatory’s recent
Voice Syllabus and song book series.

Presently, Tina runs ProVoce Studios

Canada located in Toronto.

Derek Edwards

Derek is a Canadian stand-up comedian
and actor. His award-winning rural
humour has made
him the hottest com-
edy property in Can-
ada. Identifying him-
self with the ordi-
nary working guy,
his comedic gift is

making the ordinary extraordinary. He

Robert Persichini

Robert
recognized performer on the dra-

has become a well-

matic stage, appearing in a variety
of settings
in Can-
ada, Scot-
land and
Australia.
His seven
seasons at
Stratford
Festivals include the roles of Lane
in The Importance of Being Ear-
nest and Montfleury in Cyrano de
Bergerac. Other Stratford credits
are Much Ado About Nothing, The
Taming of the Shrew, and Mac-
beth.

Robert has performed across Can-
ada in such selected theatres as
Manitoba

Theatre Centre and Shaw Festival.

CanStage, Tarragon,
His one-man shows include Alan
Bennett’s A Chip in the Sugar, and
Tennessee Williams’s Love Affair
After Death.

creates enchanting tales based on
everyday subjects and delivers
them with polished style and im-
peccable timing. Derek has
"knocked 'em dead" at the Molson
Canadian Toronto Comedy Festi-
val, International Just for Laughs
Comedy Festival in Montreal. He
won the 2004 Canadian Comedy
Award for the best male stand-up.
He has made numerous television

appearances and recently filmed

Paul Bellini

Paul is a Canadian comedy writer and tele-
vision actor who is a well-known figure in
Canadian television. His first professional
assignment was writing the Timmins High
School column in the Timmins Daily Press
at the age of 16.

After receiving his Bachelor of Arts in
Film Studies at York University in 1982,
he embarked on a career that includes be-
ing a series writer on two of Canada’s
greatest comedy series, The Kids in the
Hall (1989 to 1995) and This Hour Has 22
Minutes (1995 to 1999).

Paul has also worked

on various other tele-
vision shows as both
a writer and producer,
a career that has gar-
nered three Gemini

Awards and three

Emmy nominations,
He has also published over 100 articles for
the Toronto-based magazine Fab. He cur-
rently lives in Toronto, and is working on
his first novel.

his own one-hour special for The Comedy
Network. Derek has also been featured on
national radio programs. He is a favourite
at colleges and universities in Canada and
United States, a headliner at comedy clubs
and a popular corporate entertainer. Derek
is currently developing a movie script
based on a Vegas-inspired mélange of ab-
surdity (Magnum Opus), with his col-
league Mike Wilmot.
nated as Stand-up Comedian Of The Year
at the 2001 Canadian Comedy Awards.

Derek was nomi-







